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Left to right: CM Carlina Rivera, CM Margaret Chin, Jessica Greer Morris, Lily Chang, 

Jamillah, Relwende, Majority Leader CM Laurie Cumbo 
 

“We are humble enough to know that we stand on the shoulders of giants here at the 
Council, who have advocated for our movement, time and again… you make me 

proud to be American. During a time like this, of flagrant racism, sexism, 
xenophobia, and transphobia trickling down from DC, nothing makes me prouder 
than this City Council. We have been there for each other, on weekends and nights 

when life gets hard, since social justice work is a calling we must be there to 
answer, when the phone rings during the witching hour.” 

– Jessica Greer Morris 
 

I have everyone around me that I love and has made me the woman I am today. Thank you so 

much. I can’t even look at you, Karen Koslowitz (City Council Member, Forest Hills Queen), 

because you knew me when I was a young, hungry, grassroots organizer, way back when. You 

saw me pregnant with my twins, 16 years ago. I didn’t want to forget anyone and I have so 

many people to thank, so bear with me if you will. 

 

  



First of all, I am hallelujah happy to be receiving the Proclamation and super honored, but I 

really have to share it with so many people. The founding members of Girl Be Heard, board 

members and staff. My Co-Founder and Theatre Wife forever, Ashley Marinaccio, and of course 

the young artists and activists some of whom are gracing us with their presence today. They are 

going to give you a little performance after I speak because we really are Girl Be Heard, not 

Jessica be heard. I can’t wait for you to hear them. 

 

I am a New Yorker, through and through, born at NYU Hospital in 1968, my 

father-in-law/ob/gyn pulled me out of my mother’s womb. Later, I delivered my twins at NYU in 

2003. I want to recognize my beloved husband and son, Charlie, who are here and have always 

supported my career. I never would have been able to do this without you, great feminist men. 

My son is actually a city employee for the summer youth employment program (SYEP) in 

Harlem and I am peacock proud of him. 

 

I came out of womb a grassroots activist, a proud member of Act Up, Planned Parenthood 

advocate, and supporter of so many life-changing movements, from Black Lives Matter to 

#MeToo. 

 

I had the honor of using these skills, as Karen Koslowitz knows, when I worked for the City of 

NY, from 1991-2005. I got to address the AIDS crisis and homelessness when District Manager 

of Manhattan Community Board 4. I got to open up syringe exchange programs at NYC Health 

Dept, and advocate for alternative sentencing, to get New Yorkers drug treatment and access to 

social services, instead of incarcerating our citizens. I did that with District Attorney 

Morgenthau who passed on Sunday, and was a mentor to me. I got to work as a 1st responder 

during the World Trade Center disaster, and find remains of loved ones, whether it was a tooth 

or a bone, so people could say good-bye to their loved ones with grace and humanity. 

 

Social justice work is in my blood. And I have no doubt, learned more from my failures than any 

successes.  

 

I say this as we stand on stolen ground, blocks away from the African Burial Ground site on 

Duane Street. We must understand that it is our country’s failures, that can and should be our 

greatest teachers. This is why we do street performances like #SayHerName which on the steps 

at City Hall and at sacred burial grounds like the one down the street from us. We are still 

hurting from our history and must speak out against all forms of misogyny, racism and 

oppression.  

 

If we don’t listen to the whispers of loving parents, like Eric Gardner’s mother, we will hear the 

screams and protests of artists and activists, working to move the needle on social justice 

issues. I could not be prouder of my council members wearing this incredible shirt. Karen can 

you show them what you are wearing? “I Can’t Breath.” We are working together on these 

social justice issues.  



 

And this is why girls and gender nonconforming youth must be heard. This is why we develop, 

amplify and celebrate the voices of the next generation of leaders to take the stage and move 

our country and our world to higher ground.  

 

We are also humble enough to know that we stand on the shoulders of giants here at the 

Council, who have advocated for our movement, time and again. While it is deeply disturbing 

that only 12 of the 51 council members are women, and we so clearly have a long way to go, 

today is a day to celebrate those 12 women who have broken countless glass ceilings to get 

where they are, and where we are today. We love you and we need more of you! 

 

You make me proud to be American. 

 

During a time, like this, when I have shame about the flagrant racism, sexism, xenophobia, and 

transphobia trickling down from DC, nothing makes me prouder than this City Council, led by 

my dear friend Corey. I don’t know where you are Corey, but thank you for everything you have 

done for me professionally and personally. And courageous leaders like Laurie, Vanessa, Farah, 

Carlina, Helen, Carlos, Ritchie, Steve, and Brad, too many to name, who have supported our 

after school and weekend programs work throughout the City. We have been there for each 

other, on weekends and nights when life gets hard, since social justice work is a calling we must 

be there to answer, when the phone rings during the witching hour. 

 

This Council is a true form of democracy. With you and our brilliant young leaders at the helm, I 

have no doubt that the future is friendly. As a white person in this movement, my finest hours 

have been when God has allowed me to be a listening, loving leader who understands the 

importance of stepping back. As I step down from Girl Be Heard in September, I am not leaving 

the movement, I am simply making room for others and cannot wait to introduce you to my 

predecessor on Aug 14. Do not miss this party! 

 

My deepest thanks goes to my Girl Be Heard family and my family of blood for coming out 

today. None of the work I have done would have been possible without you. And finally, but 

most importantly, I want to introduce you to the real sheroes of the movement, the future is 

surely friendly knowing they are leading it. Please help me welcome the beloved, the fantastic, 

the super talented, the super human, Jamillah, Relwende, and Baby Jayde, who I have known 

since she was 8 years old, the youngest-ever member of Girl Be Heard who is now 16 today. 

With lots of love from Mama Jess. Let me introduce you to Girl Be Heard. 


